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Welcome to Adaleah Kirsch! 
Instructor Magdalena Kirsch and her husband Jim 

welcomed their first child, Adaleah Kirsch, on July 

24th.  Magdalena will resume teaching this week, and 

Adaleah will be joining her in the studio.  Stop by to 

welcome the newest addition to our studio family! 

 

 

Fall Recital September 21st 
Our first recital of the 2019-20 Academic Year is scheduled for Saturday, September 
21st, at 3:00pm, at St. James United Methodist Church in Miamisburg.  As a Share 

Recital, this event is an opportunity for our students to share their music with their 

family, friends, and the community. Although instructors will be talking to their students 

about this event as we get closer to the recital date, feel free to let them know in 

advance that you’d like to participate! 

In this Issue...  Welcome to Adaleah Kirsch (1)  Fall Recital Sept 21 (1) 

  A Conversation on Haydn’s 
“Creation” Sept 22 (2) 

Choosing the  
Right Instrument (2) 

 



 

 

A Conversation about Haydn’s “Creation” 

We are excited to announce this rare opportunity to experience the best of the arts that 
Dayton has to offer, all at one discounted price.  Join us on September 22nd 1:45pm at 

Discover Classical for a behind-the-scenes tour of Dayton's only 24-hour classical music 

radio station.  After the tour, we'll enjoy a lecture on Haydn's "Creation" oratorio by our 

own Aaron Mood, followed by a performance of "Creation" by the Dayton Philharmonic, 

the Philharmonic and Opera Choruses, and Dayton Ballet.  Contact us for details. 

3 Tips to Choose a Musical  
Instrument for Your Child 

By Dr. Samee Griffith 
Hello Fall! The start of the school year is an exciting time, filled with 
books, football games, and music lessons! If you’re choosing an 
instrument for the first time, here are a few tips to help you find the 
one that “strikes a chord” with your child: 
 

Account for Age 
Almost any instrument can be started between the ages of 6 and 12. Woodwind 
instruments, like the clarinet, and Brass instruments, like the trumpet, require enough 
breath control to produce a sound and the ability to manipulate the jaw, which usually 
occurs between 10 and 12. Under the age of 10, consider an instrument that is less 
physically demanding, such as guitar, violin/viola, or piano. If your child is under the age 
of 5 or not yet reading, look into our Musikgarten early childhood program that uses a 
rote method of learning creates a path to music literacy. 
 
Adjust for Size 
By junior high or high school, most students can handle any full-size instrument. 
However, if your child is middle-school aged or younger, OR is on the small side for his 
or her age, an instrument that can be “sized” is a good option. Stringed instruments - 

 



 

 

violins, violas, cellos, and even guitars - come in scaled down versions that allow 
smaller children to learn without having to make accommodations for an instrument 
that is too large for them to properly handle. Ukulele is another small stringed 
instrument that, while not available in different sizes, works well for young children; just 
remember, though, that the ukulele is NOT just a small guitar! The strings of a ukulele 
and guitar are different, and while there are many similarities, they are not 
interchangeable. 
 
Assess your Budget 
Musical instruments are worthy investments, but there is a wide range of costs 
depending on the instrument studied. If you own or have access to an instrument, 
you’ve already bypassed a potentially major expense! If not, most band instruments are 
rentable at a variety of price points (new or used), and there’s nothing wrong with an 
instrument that’s played a few notes before! The type of instrument can also affect the 
price:  generally speaking, the larger the instrument, the higher the cost. If your budget is 
smaller, then renting a violin might be easier on your checkbook than the cello. Small 
upright acoustic pianos or digital keyboards can be purchased for only a few hundred 
dollars, but a simple acoustic guitar is even less. The good news is that if treated 
carefully and maintained well, almost any purchased instrument can be resold if your 
circumstance (or your child’s interest) changes! Pianos in particular hold their value well 
and in some cases depreciate very little over their lifetimes. 
 
And here’s a bonus tip: it’s always okay to ask a teacher to help you choose! Our 
teachers are happy to advise you on whether or not their instrument is well-suited to 
your child, and in most cases will even let you try it out on a limited basis. Regardless of 
the instrument you end up with, rest assured that your child will benefit from his or her 
musical experience! 

 

Studio Calendar             

Date  Aug 12  Sep 2  Sep 21  Sep 22  Oct 14-19  Oct 26 

Event  First Day 
of Term 

Labor 
Day 

Fall 
Recital 

Haydn’s 
“Creation” 

Fall Break  Halloween & 
Concerto 
Recital 

 



 

 

 

 


